
Summary of John Porter interview 

Interview with John Porter carried out by Marion Webber 9th August 2017.  

 

Porter was a youth worker at Community House in the 1990s and worked with 

youth groups with Brian Selby. His previous roles include working as a tinplate and 

copperworks miner, fire fighter, drugs counsellor and he volunteered as a scout 

leader. He is currently the Strategy Coordinator for Older People for the Vale of 

Glamorgan Council. The recording discusses how he became involved in Community 

House in the 1990s as a youth worker and some memories of his time in the role. 

0 – 3 mins: Porter first heard about Community House from an advert in a local 

newspaper and after meeting Brian (Selby) was interviewed for a part time youth 

worker post in 1991. His interview panel included at least three young people, 

which impressed him, “they gave me a grilling, they didn’t give me an easy time”. 

He didn’t have much understanding of Muslim Culture at the time and was 

interested in learning more. When he started as a youth worker, he felt welcomed 

immediately. The group were meant to be aged 12-25 years, but some were up to 

30 years of age, about 60 male Muslim children and young adults altogether 

attended. “It was called the ‘Roshni’ group - a ‘male only Muslim group’, 

‘predominantly Pakistani and Bengali, with some Yemeni and some Somali’. The 

group played hockey in the hall, table tennis and in summer they would walk ‘down 

Corpo Road’ to the local park to play cricket. 

3 – 6 mins: The group were fascinated by Porter and he reciprocated. The first 

thing the group taught him was ‘As-salamu Alaikum’ which means ‘Peace be with 

you’. Porter uses it as a greeting whenever he meets Muslims now. The knowledge 

that he gained concerning Muslim culture proved invaluable when one of his closest 

friends converted to Islam. Through working with the Muslim youth group, he 

gained understanding that terrorist acts are caused by a minority of Muslims. Porter 

says, ‘There is no excuse for the terrible acts – they have generally been committed 

by vulnerable people who have been converted during a tough time in their lives.’ 

Porter and Selby recognised the need for the group to be supported by an ethnic 

worker – they recruited one of the members of the group to take on the role part 

time. 

6 – 9 mins: Porter designed a youth leader’s course for the group, which included 

advanced communication and presentation skills for a group of 20, who became 

‘unofficial youth leaders’. The group presented to Newport Council and Welsh Local 

Government Association and secured additional funding for the group to continue. 

John remembers a different layout to the Centre, with the stairs in a different place. 

‘The heart of this [Community House] is that it is open to the whole community’, 

‘I’ve seen really nice buildings where’s there’s no heart within them’, Community 

House has a ‘massive heart’. Porter admires Selby for the work that he has done for 

Community House. ‘He (Selby) is still essential to the way it works.’ 



9 – 12 mins: Porter reminisces about his time working with the young people, 

when he needed to ‘smooth things over with the local papers’. For example, he 

remembers a couple of the group playing ‘cops and robbers and throwing smoke 

bombs at one of the neighbour’s cars’. John reflects on his understanding of the 

Muslim culture having presented many other opportunities for him; it enabled him 

to feel comfortable to question the youths about their culture. On occasion, there 

were differences of opinion in the group due to political beliefs, yet despite their 

differences, they could still get along together. Porter now works with Race Equality 

First and Diverse Cymru. The local women’s group would also do meals for the 

group - ‘the lamb samosas that I’ve eaten in this place were just tremendous’.  

‘Community House is a tremendous asset to the community because it welcomes 

everyone and provides new opportunities for people. Although it is a Church, they 

were still happy for the Muslim group to hold prayer meetings and discussion 

groups’. John was given a Koran as a gift by some of the group. 

 

 

 


